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CONFIDENTIAL DUBLIN 01211 
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TAGS: PEPR, RO, El 

SUBJECT: CEAUSESCU VISIT TO IRELAND 

1 . IN WHAT BOTH SIDES ARE BILLING AS AN OFFICIAL 

VISIT, DESPITE ITS SHORT LENGTH (ABOUT TWO AND ONE-HALF 
HOURS), ROMANIAN PRESIDENT CEAUSESCU STOPPED OFF AT 
SHANNON AIRPORT APRIL 1 1 ON HIS WAY TO WASHINGTON. 

ALTHOUGH CEAUSESCU HAD REFUELLED AT SHANNON IN 1969, IT 
WAS THE FIRST OFFICIAL VISIT BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. 

HE WAS GREETED BY FOREIGN MINISTER MICHAEL O'KENNEDY, 

HELD TALKS WITH O'KENNEDY, AND THEN GAVE A GOOD-NATURED, 
NON-SUBSTANTIVE PRESS CONFERENCE. 

2. MFA COUNSELOR PADDY MACKERNAN, WHO WAS BACKING UP 
O'KENNEDY DURING THE SUBSTANTIVE TALKS, TOLD US THAT THE 
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MAIN TOPICS WERE CSCE, THE UPCOMING UN SPECIAL SESSION 
(UNSSOD), AND THE MIDDLE EAST. ON CSCE CEAUSESCU FIRST 
SAID HE WAS "SEVERELY DISAPPOINTED" AT THE OUTCOME OF 
BELGRADE, BUT LATER CORRECTED THIS TO "DISAPPOINTED". HE 
THEN SAID THAT THE CLIMATE OF "EUROPEAN" RELATIONS MUST 
IMPROVE BEFORE MADRID, AND THIS CAN BEST BE DONE ON A 
BILATERAL BASIS. O'KENNEDY TRIED SEVERAL TACKS TO DRAW 
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CEAUSESCU OUT ON THE UPCOMING UNSSOD, BUT, MACKERNAN 
REPORTS, HE GOT VERY GUARDED ANSWERS. THE IMPRESSION 
GIVEN WAS THAT CEAUSESCU IS NOT EXPECTING MUCH TO COME 
OUT OF THE UNSSOD. 

3. MOST OF THE SUBSTANTIVE TALKS DEALT WITH THE MID-EAST. 
CEAUSESCU CLAIMS TO BE MAINTAINING CLOSE CONTACTS WITH THE 
KEY FIGURES, E.G., HIS MEETING WITH DAYAN LAST WEEK. HIS 
GENERAL FEELING IS "GUARDED OPTIMISM," AND HE FEELS 

THERE IS A POSSIBILITY OF RESUMPTION OF SOME KIND OF 
A GENEVA MEETING WHICH MIGHT PROCEED "IN PARALLEL" WITH 
THE BEGIN-SADAT INITIATIVE. CEAUSESCU IS ALSO "GUARDEDLY 
OPTIMISTIC" ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF GETTING AN AGREEMENT 
ON PRINCIPLES. 

4. BILATERAL: ALTHOUGH O'KENNEDY AVOIDED DEFINITELY 
COMMITTING HIMSELF, IT WAS UNDERSTOOD THAT ROMANIAN-IRISH 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WOULD BE OPENED SOON. MACKERNAN SAID 
THAT HE WOULD EXPECT NON-RESIDENT RELATIONS TO BE CONCLU- 
DED WITHIN THE NEXT YEAR, WITH THE IRISH REP PROBABLY 
COMING FROM ATHENS. THE IRISH, HOWEVER, WANT TO HOLD 
TRADE TALKS PRIOR TO OPENING RELATIONS - TRADE BETWEEN 
THE TWO COUNTRIES IS ALMOST NIL - AND THE IRISH CONSIDER 

THE ROMANIANS THE SUITORS IN THIS AFFAIR. 1977 FIGURES 
INDICATE EXPORTS TO ROMANIA OF 783 THOUSAND POUNDS AND 
IMPORTS FROM ROMANIA ONE MILLION, NINE HUNDRED THOUSAND 
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POUNDS. THE IRISH RELIEVE THESE FIGURES CAN BE IMPROVED 
UPON. RENDAHL 
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